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GATHERING:

The next gathering of ZICA Creative Arts and Literary Guild will be this Sunday, May 25, 2003 at the home of Ethel Mack Ballard.  The potluck meeting will begin promptly at 3:00 and will end when Ethel shoos everyone home.  You have been missed if you have not attended a meeting lately.  You are always welcome on the LAST SUNDAY of the month, except for December and January.

CREATIVE CHANGES

ZICA has been a part of the artistic and literary scene in Sacramento since 1989.  During prior years members have thought of many ways to keep the creative juices flowing.  In 1991 we began pulling colors “from a hat” as an optional assignment for those who may wish a “kick start” with their poem, short story or novel.  After exhausting colors we began choosing numbers. After a year of numbers and colors we chose “phrases”.  Now it’s time for something new.  Remember these exercises are for FUN and are OPTIONAL.  We decided to try something similar to the Elk Grove/Laguna Writers Association.  They are in the process of developing an anthology called Lily Love’s Café, magic and dreams sold here. The premise is that Lily Love’s Café is in an old Victorian on Broadway in Sacramento.  Lily is in the background and wears silk blouses and trousers.  Jennifer is a waitress and is married to a soldier.  Write no more than 2,000 words, if anyone cares to work on that assignment for possible publication contact Nan Mahon, coordinator of the Elk Grove/Laguna Writers at nannosecond@aol.com. The anthology will be published and proceeds will benefit the Elk Grove/Laguna Children in Crisis program.  The following are ideas from ZICA members: 1) it is winter in a small town at the edge of a desert.  Three strangers arrive just before sunset… 2) by today’s standard Noele and Harold Dueberry has many children.  Some of them are good and some aren’t.  It is Christmas time in the Dueberry’s home… 3) The professor at the local university is taking out an ad for patients in a research project.  The patients do not know what the project is but it will last from three to six months. We need ideas from you so email Ethel or Pat or bring your printed information to the next ZICA Meeting.

CONGRATULATIONS

ReGeJe Press will be hosting a booksigning later in the summer for the release of Inside the Fall, a political thriller that is the first novel by Mr. Terry Hill.

POETRY – CHANGES
Congratulations and farewell to Staajabu and Sannana for their nearly 10 years of support to the poetry scene in Sacramento.  In was in 1993 that the mother/daughter duo (Straight Out Scribes) began their monthly Poetry on a Saturday Afternoon at Carol’s Books on Freeport Blvd.  Straight Out Scribes moved with Carol McNeal and her family to Carol’s Books on South Land Park Drive and had hoped to follow with her to Oak Park.  Carol is still seeking a place to re-establish Carol’s Books.  Meanwhile Straight Out Scribes has been housed in KINKS in midtown, where they continue to have standing room only crowds.  It’s now time to concentrate on other things.  The last Poetry on a Saturday Afternoon will be on June 28, 2003. Almost all of the ZICA poets have read during the 10-year reign of these remarkable women. THANKS FOR A JOB DONE EXCEEDLINGLY WELL.

MORE POETRY CHANGES
Luke Breit, President of the Sacramento Poetry Center for the past two decades has retired.  We will continue to receive his emails about the Monday and Tuesday readings for a short time.  But he’s going to concentrate on writing the great American novel.  THANKS, LUKE for your work on behalf of all poets. And for the publication of ZICA’s anthology, Dreams of the 21st Century.
RECOVERING
Phil Goldvarg, poet and dear friend of ZICA is recovering at home after the discovery last month of a brain tumor.  Phil’s sense of humor is very much in tact and poems and cards are welcome.  Phil’s email is Hgold42734@aol.com.

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES--Sacramento

As mentioned earlier all of us are waiting for Carol’s to re-open meanwhile Sacramento has a new independent bookstore, Underground Books located at 35th Street and Broadway.  The store is very interested in featuring African-American authors during its first year.  If you have a published book please contact Ms. Kim Curry, Director of Arts (916) 489-HOPE. We lost Capitol Crimes in Old Sacramento at the beginning of this year but welcome Bain’s Mystery Bookstore 3379 Arden Way, (916) 488-2665 next door to Krispy Kreme Donuts. Bain’s is very receptive to mystery booksignings.

INDEPENDENT BOOKSTORES—Out of Sacramento
Out-of-town ZICA members email Ethel or Pat and tell us about your local independent bookstore.  We’re supportive of those bookstores that are willing to support new and emerging writers and artists.  As some of you know many independents also hang original art of ZICA artists.

WHAT DO YOU WRITE?  ARE YOU WILLING TO SHARE?

The majority of ZICA members are poets followed closely by authors of mysteries.  We receive emails on local poetry readings all the time (there is a poetry reading at a venue in Sacramento every day of the week).  THANKS.  We have information regarding the Chester Himes Black Mystery Writers’ Conference (see article later in newsletter), Left Coast Crime, Bouchercon, Malice and Bloody Words from our many mystery authors.  But we DO NOT have information on the local chapters of Romance Writers, Children’s Writers and Illustrators, (although Pat is attending the Northern California CWAI Conference on May 31, 2003, in Napa. More information regarding that conference will be in the next newsletter).  We need information on what’s happening, conferences, gatherings, and booksignings for Christian Writers and Science Fiction/ Horror Writers, as well. We support all writers and members of ZICA are members of the other writers’ organizations’ chapters.

CALIFORNIA WRITERS CLUB
Octavia Simien, ZICA member, is the current President of the California Writers’ Club.  She would like to see more ZICA members attending her meetings.  CWC meets the third Saturday of every month from 11:30 to 2:00 for a buffet lunch and program.  The meetings are held at the Luau Garden restaurant on Sunrise/Zinfandel in Rancho Cordova. Octavia’s email is josimien@aol.com
EIGHTH ANNUAL CHESTER HIMES BLACK MYSTERY WRITERS’ CONFERENCE
The 8th Annual Chester Himes Black Mystery Writers’ Conference was held May 16 and May 17, 2003, in the James Moore Theater of the Oakland Museum.  As usual this conference is the best-kept secret of all conferences.  A small but energetic crowd listened to Eleanor Taylor Bland, Dr. Robert Greer, Frankie Bailey and yours truly discuss “Who Dunit Write” (nuts and bolts of writing the mystery); the other Friday workshop was “Writing Scripts in Different Mediums” with Penny Mickelberry and Gary Philips.  We had a FANTASTIC reception and booksigning at the Jack London Barnes & Noble.  Saturday began with Dr. Robert Greer, substituting for Gar Anthony Haywood, Gar’s son is ill.  Our own Terris McMahon Grimes moderated the new authors’ panel that featured Dr. Edward Briscoe, Delores Johnson, Agatha Briscoe, and Barbara Fleming. Dr. Norlisha Crawford, English Professor and Chester Himes Scholar interviewed Eleanor Taylor Bland, the first African-American woman to have a mystery published with an African-American woman as the protagonist.  There was a tie for first place among the high school students for their writing of a mystery.  Terris and I were among those who helped to read the 59 entries! Cheryl Stevens moderated a discussion among Dr. Frankie Bailey, Penny Michelberry and Kathy Grisby Bates on “Women in Mystery”.  Dr. Robert Greer, wearing many hats, moderated the panel with Gary Philips, Renay Jackson, and Nichelle Tramble regarding “Angst and the Contemporary Black Mystery”.  Todd Weller of the Oakland CSI informed us of tools not shown on either of the television CSI programs.  Listen scholars!  Beginning 2004 The Friends of Chester Himes will be presenting to the college student or researcher for any critical essay or article on African American mysteries, the first annual $1,000 Hugh Holton Award.  Gary Philips was the recipient of the annual Chester Himes Award.  We hope to see more ZICA Members and their friends at the 9th Annual Conference next May.

AN OPPORTUNITY
The Cookbook to Romance: Enticing Ways to Cook up Romantic & Sensual Evenings.  Aquarius Creations Publishing is seeking contributing writers to create pleasure menus to be added to the second edition of THE COOKBOOK TO ROMANCE.  They are looking for recipes, poetry, and interludes.  Recipes must have lots of creativity.  Submissions are due September 1, 2003.  Check out www.acpublishing.org for more information. 

LAST MONTH’S OPTIONAL ASSIGNMENT

For those who are keeping a list of prior phrases:

· After the salami had been sliced…

· The year 2000 dawned and…

ANY INFORMATION FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER?

Please email any information for the next newsletter to Ethel at eballard@cwnet.com or Pat at patmyst@aol.com
Pat Canterbury, Guest Editor

